Bear Paul (JL, HR) , 7/t6/74 

7our letter cof the 12th with enclosures( thanks) came a few minites ago. I have the 
beginning of a conslusion of a complicated chapter of another work out of the typewriter 
rci mike immediate response. Onx the one hand I want to keep you fully informed and honor 
your requests and on the other they are what you least intend, a distraction and a disturbance, 
f 11 explain this again and more bluntly. 



7our idea that you might talk to ^im, with modification, may satisfy you best. But 
not Jim. Again I* 11 ^explain. Howard's phone until he leaves for law school in Florida is 
Philadelphia Jforget area code) BA2— 1689 and 16SO. As I remember it he generally sleeps 
untll^alxmt 8 a.m. his time, e has read and edited what I have written. He has stead 
what ^irn had drafted when Howard was here, ^e has not read what jim did sinc e. 

. ,f e d0 want t0 work ^ closely with as many as we dare on this. But there are practical 
limits you should recognize from what you know of me and the way I work and what X have 
indicated of Jim. You know I phoned you immediately and asked if you could come and be 
in on it. This surely was not because I wanted to keep secrets from you. 

Perhaps I have failed to make myself clear, hut I have taken time to try to explain. 
There is another possible explanation: you you lack insight into these political situations 
because you lade experience with them. The one thing that you can have no doubt about 
is that the declassification and it3 explanation are senseless if ta y,*n a t face value, 
if you can agree with then, then you should have no trouble understanding that whether 
or not mine are correct beliefs, there has to be some reason for this atypical thing, 
that the reason, whatever it may he, requires greatest caution, and that any other course 
has to be utterly and completely irresponsible. 

After reaching my own conclusions I immediately arranged for three separate-inde- 
pendent legal opinion. Ve are all in agreement. Howard is also. So are the scholars I 
referred to earlier. This and what X have told you of the efforts I have made to have 
others go over what I have written tells you that I am not going off half-cocked and 
that what I see as possible I am not alone in seeing as possible. 

Jim took his wife away for a short weekend. He also took work on the Ray case. And 
he came here to pick up xeroxes of the last perhaps dozen pages of what I have written, 
pages he had read hut not with care, e did not have time to read them, he was that 
deeply pre-occupied with papers that have to be in the Eiail in the Ray case by otmorrow 
ni^t. To do this and the other things he has to do he works regularly until about 5 a.m. 
His sleep amounts to a nap. Between us there is never a day in which one of us is not 
awake. I pooped out at 10 last night. I was up 2:30 this morning. This is the pace at 
which we both go, with no intermissions. 

X have no carbon of what X have written that bears the corrections. I have one 
corrected copy. Bo you really want me to get up tomorrow about two hours after I go to 
bed. not to lose time so I can go into town and wait u while xeroxes are made? Bo you 
really want -Mil, if sire can find time to start what in has gone over and is ready for 
her final typing when she has time, to wait if she finds time until I can a xerox 
of the whole t ing for you, for you to read it and make suggestions, and then for it 
to get back here? 



To the degree that is possible we are rushing. But we do have many limitations and 
a considerable number of other tilings that are also important, that we also must do, 
that ii we do not do will not get done, and as you should be able to surmise from what 
you know and see in the papers, we also have messes to clean up after and to try to avoid. 
In short, we work two days each day, seven days a week without* taking any new thing on,” 
no matter, how minor. ¥e neither of us has any income, if ^im's wife has a decent one, 

From thi3 alone each of us is more easily bugged. 

Of course we both would welcome whatever help you can offer. Aside from Howard, who 
same her: and helped considerably, grid from the initial reading Bud gave the thing, you 
. only one we have told anything about it. If it were practical^; without your 
presence we would be using you as much as we could and probably more than you would want. 
He can use all kinds of help. 
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Let me try and illustrate this another way. I -Hill not take tine for details but 
if you have doubts, Howard can satisfy them. Ho worked on a special project for ne on 
which I had a deal, it is a viable literary property the rights to which have reverted 
to me because the friend who was behind it changed his minf while saying there was an 
initial market probability of 10-50,000 sales. A his is not bad for any book. But I am 
not and have not taken a minute to try to place it. 

This tolls you that I have and adfeerfs to priorities and unless I have no judgement 
at all they are not selfish. If it doesn t I think it should. 

When you add to this situation what ^ou also know, that for the first time I have 
bean ripped off and that is is clear beyond question that those I have trusted have 
bean robbing my files regularly, you should know two other things: that there is now 
official jnterest in me, what I have and am dping -from before I got the transcript - 
that didn t exist before and that those I've trusted have been untrustworthy. What 
you included in what I got today you should remember is what I wrote about and had years 
ago. In a real search neither Howard not I found any of these documents and we found 
no single one misfiled. 

This in itself, both, parts, is a sufficient annoyance, a sufficient concern, and 
more thanenough to worry about while I try to do other work. 

Personally and in. terms of the possibility of improvement in what we do Jim and I 
would bother be better of if there were somelike like you who was close enough to help. 

If only another, mind with a different approach, to which your enormous factual knowledge 
is a considerable addition. We would welcome it probably more than you. But we can’t 
have it, so we do what wc can as best we can and more I dare say thaft most people would 
consider possible. Plus at considerable sacrifice for each of us. 

I do wish tha wehn I keep saying that we just dongt have time you could understand 
all these factors. "~cu know me well enough to know tiiat I trust you where I do not trust 
others, that I started sharing with you unilaterally at the very outset of our knowing . 
each other, and find exceedingly valuable allthe help you have given me since. 

^ou also know me well enough to know that when you epersist in inqhid.es and questions 
like those you have repeated skill another time after all the time I have taken that it 
will disturb me much. It hah, witness the immediacy of my response and again its length. 

Now I don_t think your intention is to disturb me. But it is the inevitable effect 
of persistence in the same questionings. Please recognise our limitations shx&x 
perhaps your own. 

Iqu also know from the time I've taken that I want to inform you as much as I can. 

J im will be here in a few days. I will give him your letter and a copy of this. If 
he prelies anytime soon I’ll be surprised because he will do it at the cost of something 
reiilly urgent or by not doing something he should do. Shis included handling legal 
matters for me that he has not had time for. 

Meanwhile , if you feel you ju3t have to talk to him, his phone is 202/484-6025. The 
best time to call him is about 10:50 our time, a.m. If you awaken him then he will at 
least have had a bap. 

I am distressed that you do not realise these kinds of things on your own. You also 
know I have chromic anxiety and you should net have to be told that given tide and what 

you know of me asking of me what I can t do and asking it over and over again is going 

to make me at least anxious and is going to interfere with my doing anything constructive 
until I can overcome it. If you haven t understood it, you now at least have my word for &i. 

You certainly do not intend this but, it is inevitable. If I were worrying about this one 

book alone that would be a needless extra worry. I worry about much more, ghen with all 
the? other problems we have to find some way or making out on two days of low-income work 
Id-L ha3 each week, do you think we lack genuine worries? 

I intend no offense but this simply has to stop. I don t want to ignore your letters. 

I do value highly the help you do give and do regret very Such that we can t get more of it. 

You should also realize that we are trying to be cautious. It would take much less tine, 
as you should know, to replace what is missing at the Archives, (ibid,. I am aware that you 
have not sent the Hosty stuff and can give thxs a special meaning.) an you not understand that 

this is caution and that we feel it is necessary? SI ease try to see what we are contending with 
without adding to it. Sincerely, 




That I later pick up with a P.S. should tell you that this clings to my wind. 

lou should no moro take offence when I suggest that you lack the political under- 
standing that ssa prompts these questions than I ought be offended if you joso a problem 
in ouxe physics to me. 

I think that between us we can look back over a ough years and enough cases &S my 
saying there seemed to be important political considerations, not too few cases in 
which I was all alone in this view, and more than enough outcomes to give you an idea 
of the probabilities on iay being right* 

If perfection is not a state of mind and I eanSt assure you that my judgement in 
this matter ia 100$ correct, I can assure you and you should need no assurance that 
something has to be wrong in the situation we face and seek to contend with. That alone 
should toll you it is delicate, regardless of what mjty lie behind it that I may not see. 

I iiave conceived of many other possibilities of use/misusa. We are in the midst of an 
ongoing subversion the ond of which is not visible and not near from anything we know. 

Several times in the past I have suggested that in matters like this you have out 
there, mature and political-wise people in the Whites. I am certain that no matter how 
busy -Hm and Jenifer nay be with their own interests, if younwero to take thin transcript 
to them and point out the delicate places, they would give you an independent appraisal 
on a first and single reading. The possibilities are that obvious and they are that well 
prepared in areas like these. At lea t give thorn a chance to refuse because clearly 
you have your own concerns and I have not been able to satisfy them. 

At this point I received a call from John Mewhall, of Zodiac News Service in SP. 

He is trying to hel me wi th distribution once this book is ready. He phoned to tell me 
of an effort from which I may hoar. He ia not a, /ora of the specific content but I think 
he can bo trusted. I also think that Little Mas he khhek knows bee: -us his is a reporter 
he may so® what I'm driving at and be able to explain it to you in person. X have sug- 
gested that ho phone you to see if you would be willing to get together with him, show 
Mm the particular places of greater delicacy, and maybe on his own he will see what I 
have not made you see. 




